This week’s community profile: Spruce 


Evergreens gone, memories remain 



By Steve Farr 

Press-Gazette 

SPRUCE — The cluster of evergreens 
that gave this tiny Oconto County com¬ 
munity its name over a century ago is 
gone now. 

But residents of Spruce, about 35 miles 
from Green Bay, are doing everything 
they can to preserve the simple beauty of 
their home — and memories of the way it 
was. 

Emmett Meyer, 7694 County B, lives in 
what was once the town’s general store 
— a store he operated himself until 1967. 

"I had more nails and bolts and stuff 
than they did in all three places in Lena 
put together,” he said proudly. 

_ Meyer, 84, 

Press-Gazette photos lives a quieter 

by Ken Behrend life now, car¬ 

ing for his 
wife, Ann, who suffers from Alzheimer’s 
disease. From a picnic table in his back 
yard he can glance across the road and 
see the old cheese factory, long since 
closed down. He can also see the 200 or so 
blue spruce trees he planted last spring, 
as if to put the spruce back in Spruce. 

"I thought, we’ve got a tavern here 
called the Blue Spruce and all, so we'd 
better get some blue spruces in there. 
They’re very pretty trees, you know,” he 
said. 

Greg and Sal Ebben, 8096 County A, 
will celebrate their 10th anniversary as 
owners and operators of the Blue Spruce 
Tavern in July. They’re preparing for a 
big crowd. On a warm, summer night 
they’ll pack 250 people into the dance 
hall in back for a fish fry. 

For a community of about 25, it’s no 
small feat. 

"I don’t know where they’re all cornin' 
from. We advertised 10 years ago when 
we first got here. Must all be word of 
mouth,” Sal said. ”We get told we’ve got 
the best fish around.” 

Across the street from the tavern, Ted¬ 
dy Treptow, 3. pressed his nose against 
the screen door of his house and yelled to 
Blue Spruce patrons pulling up to the 
curb in front of him. 

"Come over to my house.” he said, un¬ 
til they disappeared into the blue build¬ 
ing across the street. 

"That’s his favorite pastime,' said Ted¬ 
dy’s mom, Lisa, pulling him away from 
the screen again. "He can’t understand 
why they’re going over there and not 
here.” 

The cool, clear waters of Kelly Brook 
wind through Spruce, inviting both 
swimmers and those who would rather 
just enjoy the picturesque setting. 

Lucille Blahnik, 64. 7715 County B, 
took up oil painting a few years ago, 
something she meant to do for a long 
time. But she has yet to create a scene 
that pleases her as much as the painting 
of Kelly Brook hanging in her home. 

"When I was painting it. I kept walk¬ 
ing across the street to see how close I d 
really come. It’s difficult, when you’re 
painting something like that. It just 
doesn’t change,” she said. 

Newlvweds come to Spruce to have 
their pictures taken on a tiny island in 


Merry way: Children at Spruce 
School go for a spin on the mer¬ 
ry-go-round during recess. Resi- 


the middle of the brook. Evelyn Rabas 
will tell you that it was formed when a 
stone bridge washed out in 1906, leaving 
rubble that collected enough silj to be¬ 
come an island. 

Rabas. 76, 7652 County B. is Spruce’s 
unofficial historian and a confessed busy¬ 
body. 

"i guess I just like to get up early and 
get a lot done.” she said, pausing be¬ 
tween planting rows of flowers outside 


dents say the two-room school- 
house, built in 1882. may be the 
last of its kind. 


her home. 

Only her husband Ed, 72. who operates 
a farm implement business and sells cars 
on the side, knows more of the folks in 
and around Spruce, she admitted. 

”He was never really good in school, 
but he sure knew how to make money.” 
she said, laughing. 


■ Next week: Tonet in Kewaunee County 
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The Spruce file 

□ Population: about 25, residents es¬ 
timate 

Z School days: Spruce School, a 
two-room schoolhouse that dates 
from 1882, may well be the only one of 
its kind left, residents say. Currently. 
41 students in grades 1-4 are taught at 
the school by two teachers. Most 
schoolchildren in Spruce are bused to 
schools in four neighboring school 
districts 












Picturesque: Lucille Blahmk. left photo, proudly shows 
an oil painting she did of Kelly B r ook which flows 
through Spruce Above. Evelyn Rabas checks the cata¬ 
log number for a part from her husband Edward s farm 
implement shop 











